Primary aortoenteric fistula due to septic aortitis.
Primary aortoenteric fistula is most commonly caused from erosion of the bowel wall by an abdominal aortic aneurysm. Septic aortitis with pseudoaneurysm formation and finally erosion into the duodenum represents a rare cause that has been described in very few patients in the literature. We present a rare clinical case of Salmonella aortitis and associated infrarenal aortic pseudoaneurysm that evolved into an aortoduodenal fistula. A 51-year-old man was admitted in our hospital with symptoms and signs of sepsis caused by Salmonella bacteremia. Imaging studies revealed an infrarenal aortic pseudoaneurysm. The patient presented hemodynamic instability, and during emergency laparotomy a fistula was found between the third portion of the duodenum and a false aneurysm arising from a nonaneurysmal grossly infected aorta. The affected aortic segment was excised and the intestinal defect was repaired. The aortic stumps were sutured and an axillobifemoral bypass was performed. The patient had an uncomplicated postoperative course.